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NEWS RELEASE 

 

PUBLIC WORKS ANNOUNCES SNOW PLAN  

AND UPDATES OTHER PROJECTS 

Director of Public Works Charles Jones and Mayor Vaughn Spencer held a News Conference today to discuss the 

City’s plans for any future snow storms that might fall on city streets through the remaining weeks of winter.  “Winter 

isn’t over yet, and I just wanted the Citizens of Reading to know what the plan is in case we get some snow,” said 

Mayor Spencer.  “The mild weather has been a good thing for us, it’s saved us money on salt, but also because Public 

Works has been able to work on some other projects that they normally can’t do in the winter,” added Spencer. 

Jones explained the city’s plan, which was just updated in the fall:  “Starting in December, we have a 3rd shift that’s 

scheduled from 11pm to 7am to get started on the snow during the night and get a jump on it.  Plus, it saves us a lot of 

money on overtime.  We can get up to 19 trucks out there during the day if it’s a bad storm.  If the snow is less than 4 

inches, it’s more of a salting operation.  We have eight to nine hundred tons of salt in our shed. Over four inches is 

when it becomes a plowing operation.  The City forces go through first, getting traffic moving, maybe a lane or two on 

every street, and then we use outside contractors who follow us, who pick up the snow curb to curb, and put it in large 

trucks  ̧and then haul it away.” 

“Keep in mind, you need to work with them,” the mayor stated about residents.  “Stay off the streets so the plows can 

get through, don’t throw snow back into the street after they’ve been plowed, and be patient.  It takes time to get to 

every street.” 

Jones explained that the mild weather has allowed his department to continue work on other projects like picking up 

leaves, street sweeping and filling potholes.  “Potholes haven’t been too much of a problem, but what we are seeing 

more of is settling patches from utility work on the streets.  That’s been causing some problems,” concluded Jones.  
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